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ANTI-TERRORIST MEASURES, ADDITIONAL STAFF 

520. Hon FRANK HOUGH to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services:  

In an article appearing in the Sunday Times on 8 December 2002, it was stated that of the $3 million to be spent 
on preparing Western Australia for attacks by terrorists, $530 000 would be allocated for extra staff to undertake 
long-term monitoring of improvements.  Can the minister clarify the role of these extra staff and provide a more 
thorough cost breakdown of their intended activities? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has provided the following response -  

The additional staff will deal with the introduction of equipment as part of the commonwealth and state 
chemical, biological and radiological - or CBR - enhancement programs.  Two of the staff will ensure that the 
equipment is placed in service immediately upon arrival.  In addition, they will train staff in the use of 10 
different pieces of detection equipment, learn how to wear new protective clothing and respirator equipment, 
develop new decontamination procedures, develop new standard operating procedures in relation to the 
equipment, develop interagency SOPs, and train staff in the new procedures.   

A further two staff will manage CBR capability development and programs on a continuous basis and will 
become the ongoing experts in the field.  Their tasks will be: community preparedness and awareness, to manage 
and recalibrate equipment, research and purchase new technology, review state plans and SOPs, monitor 
developments, manage interagency liaison, and undertake long-term maintenance training and development.   

The cost breakdown of the $530 000 is $160 000 for additional staff members’ wages and $370 000 to be 
utilised for the initial skills enhancement and maintenance training programs, ongoing calibration and 
maintenance of detectors and monitoring equipment, the equipment replacement program, and research and 
development.  
 


